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into relief the position of the former Apostle. His dislike of the Pharisees is most strongly marked, and, as we have already seen, he admits a great deal of legendary matter, which has been very important since in the formation of dogma, but which was quite unknown to St. Mark.
A chapter devoted to the half - Christian relatives of Vespasian, such as Flavius Clemens, and to Josephus, leads us on to an account of the Gospel of St. Luke, which proceeded, Renan believes, from a circle at Rome closely connected with that society. St. Luke had evidently the Gospel of Mark in his hands, and used it as the substratum of his narrative. He introduced, however, a great many new elements, and, unlike the authors of the two first Gospels, who were neutrals, was evidently, as might have been expected from what we know of his history, a partisan, though an extremely moderate and reasonable partisan, of St. Paul. His Gospel is by very much the best of the three from a literary point of view. It leaves also on the mind a most agreeable impression as to the character of the writer. With the exception of the portion relating to Zacharias and his family, which is probably taken from some earlier composition, the third Gospel is the work of a man who has only a hearsay acquaintance with